
Unitedly Doing God’s Will 

Worldwide 























Contents 

Pig* 

j We Want 10 Be of Help 
4 God's Purpose Now Reaching Irs Climax 
6 The First'Century Christian Congregation 
8 Jehovah Gathers and Equips Hu People tor Work 
12 Congregations lor Building Up in Love and Unity 
14 Meetings for Inciting to Love and Fine Works 
16 Congregations Organized for Preaching God’s Kingdom 
1^ Rejoicing and Praising God at Assemblies 
21! Traveling Ovcrseers—FeJJow Workers in the Truth 
22 Full-Time Ministers Spearhead the Preaching Work 
24 Producing Bible Literature to Praise God 
26 Shepherding God’s Flock in Unity 

28 Financially Supported by Voluntary Contributions 

29 Persecuted for Righteousness' Sake 
TO United in Doing God's Will 


Copyright 0 1986 

Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society op Pennsylvania 
Internationai Biai.r Students Association 

Publishers 

Witch lower Bible and Trail htnieiy dI New York, l in, 
IiiirmJiionjI Bible Students Association 

Brooklyn, New York, U.S.A. 


Tl: y --y Etkc jJiIin^emI pnft>rmitiLK 2 , writ? Eo lilwoffiif 
evJ fhr ’IVjich TEi»a-r Stxirty ncdjeiE f-uu. 

A MIKIf A , 11 ■ s■ „ J ■ f iklm it m a I Er i ■, fliuuUrn, N.¥ 1 12D L 

AUSTRALIA Fins 2m t jngktarci, (f.S.W, 2565 

CANA DA . P.i n 4 L m> * I jIi i iei ] I i IU« Gcu ueton). Om jna L7C 4Tf4 

I!!N1 1 1 A IS l> B I Jic Rtdgrwiv I Luiadcus Nft r 7 3R2J 

SAW EH A LAN D. P,0 Fins M2, MuniKm 

NJCjIHIA^PQ tint M-l. Yiihj, La^us Sitlit 

PlmiUMMS, Kr,i. „F, |\GL Box M44 t Mjdili 2B0D 

SOUTH VI'M EC A, I'crVJif- \U$ 2 , EJjaiMnfttefcl* Hilt 



IWi tr"4 + Wil W«r34»x4r 
Midt il tk E. Vi trill >um ■( Annui 







We Want to Be 
of Help 


3 



fins brochure Jus be:-n provided to 
acquaint you better with the activities 
of Jehovah's Witnesses and their ar¬ 
rangements Lo hdp you to increase in 
Bible k now ledge. You may have hail 
visits by Jehovah's \X i loesses* or per 
haps you have talked with them on 
ihe street or other place!. One of tine 
wit n:. -v.-s may now be studying with 
you. 

Did you know that Their message 
about God's Kingdom is being pro¬ 
claimed worldwide? Why? It is be- 
Lausc God. □let Creator, wants people 
out of all nations to unite in worship 
ing him He foretold for out time: 
“Many peoples w i 11 eerrainly go and 
*av: ‘Come, you people, and let us go 
up to the mountain of fehovah* to the 
house of the Godofjaob; and he will 
instruct us about h:s ways, and 

wr will wait in his paths/”— Isaiah 
1 : 2 . 3 , 

The a Lt i v i I y of | c ht ■ vah ' s W h n t's-s ■ 
cs in telling you about God's ways is 
a fulfillment oi “Jus jiioph*The 
following pages will now why this 
activity is important now and how 
you can benefit from Sl 

w 







God’s Purpose 

Now Reaching Its 





(rod's purpose in credtinj’ i lie c.irrh 
was to have it inhabited by happy 
people living, under righteous. condi 
lion 1 ;. In order to continue to live, 
mankind would have to obey God's 

laws, hut the first human pair das- 
obeyed and became sinners, con¬ 
demned to death. This brought 
sin iitnl death ro all of their off¬ 
spring.— Gennif ti27. 2*; 2iIf*, 17 ; 3:1 I*; 
Romans 5: ] 2 

God, whose name is Jehovah, deter- 
mined to remove the effects of disobe¬ 
dience and sin from the earth* In time 
he looked at the earth and saw among 
mankind j faithful min, Abram, 
whose name 11e changed to Abraham, 
God promised Abraham ili.u his off- 
spring would become a great nation 
and Ettat through that nation God 
would provide a seed by meaps ol 
which all families ol I he earth 

wnu id w CSS the flJSe IV esGenesis 1 1 ; 
Mjis ia, l*\ 22:1.s; l’>aLm II .1:1*; Hehrism 

Near the end of the 16th centu¬ 
ry , the offspring of Abraham's 


grandson Jacob, or Israel, had become 
12 tribes living in slavery in Egypt, 
Jehovah delivered these Israelites from 
Egypt and formed i hem into a nation. 
Through Moses at Mount Sinai he 
gave them rhe Law as their national 
l nnsiiimi!m. Jehovah wasilierr King. 
Judge, am I Siakue-Givcr. The nation 
ol hud became God's chosen people* 
his witnesses* organised to carry out 
his purpose. Through them would 
come the Messiah, who would estab¬ 
lish an everlasting kingdom for the 

benefit of people of all nations.—Hi¬ 
ndu* l$:5 h E ChrGDidei I Ktiijo 4: 

E-.-ii.i11 j.S'.lZ; 43; JU-12; Rrtnidssih , 5. 

After 15 centuries, or about 2,000 
years ago, God sent his only'begotten 
Son from heaven to earth, to be bom 
of the young Jewish virgin Mary. He 
was named ksmattd was io inherit the 
Kingdom that God promised his fore- 
urber David, At the age oi 30, le.sus 
was baptized by John the Eftptizer and 
began announcing God's Kingdom. 
By healing ihe sick, lie der mist rated 
how that corning Kingdom would 






























bless mankind. Through illustrations* 
he explained what would be required 
ot all who wanted everlasting Site. 
Then Jesus was put to death on a 
stake. his perfect human life becom¬ 
ing a ransom for man kind.-M ju i:>.I 
:: 3-5. 1 In; hi" 23; 6:*, tf.': i h.. P r?r 3); 
ZthZfl; Li -ke 4-4J T 44; B:l, bn 

3:1*; Art* 10:37-39. 

Jesus had explained that the Messi¬ 
anic Kingdom was to be established in 
the far-distant tuturc, j i the conclu¬ 
sion of (he system of things. At that 

time he wo-utd be invisibly piesent in 
the heavens as the reigning King and 
would make his presence known by 
directing his attention to the earth. 

or Id events show that we have been 
living in this time since 1914. As Jesus 
foretold, the good news ol the King¬ 
dom is being preached throughout ali 
the earth as a witness to all nations. As 
a result, people out of ah nations are 
being gathered to the side of God's 
Kingdom. These will survive the end 
o\ - ht nvv.Tr -v of flung - and 
gam everlasting life on earth un¬ 
der the Messianic Kingdom.—M j:- 

tlucw, :hjpfcf* 2 j 1 -icvd 25; Rcvfhrkffl 7:9-17, 

Many churches claim to he doing 
God’s will todav. But how can you 
identify the true Christian congrega¬ 
tion? By examining the Scriptures 

about the first^cenlurv Christian con- 

■* 

grcgatian. and then by seeing who 
todav follow that same pattern, 

* Wba: r-drt did ABiikm and hud play lc 
rh; out^rki^g of God \ Twix^r 1 ' 

• ETbat J;d Is^us Jt\'-tnplub b\ his Eaiiiiitiy 
3 ad hi" dr,it:fv 

■ U‘bjt fftnt' were prof netted tp inaili put 

prtWnt ti~ nc : 
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The First-Century 

Christian Congregation 


At Penlecqst 33 C.E,, holy spirit 
was poured out on J2tl disciples of 
Jesus, and in many languages they 
began speaking about the magnificent 
things of God. [ hi', was the founding 
of the Christian congregation. About 
3,001.1 new disciples were baptized Oil 

that day,—Acts, duptcr 2 , 

The congregations m different lo¬ 
calities grew in numbers as the apos¬ 
tles and others continued speaking the 
Word ot God with boldness:. As re¬ 
corded in the book of Acts, the 
preaching soon spread throughout the 
Mediterranean area, from Babylon 
and North Africa La Rome and per¬ 
haps Spain.—ttimuiiv a.u- 

sians 1:21; S Peter 5:1 _S _ 

Wherever people became disciples, 
they formed congregations. Quali¬ 
fied ^ mature men were appointed as 
elders, or overseers, to maintain the 
standard of right teaching and con¬ 
duct an the congregations. Bui they 
did not constitute a clergy class; they 
were ministers and fellow workers for 


the Kingdom of God.— Acts 14:2$; 

2U.2J*. ] Qirinlhunt 1:5\ mi 3; CrHowi jus 
A: J ]; L Thnat h y 1: j - L S: J J eh r y li J: 17; 1 - 

Irr 5:1-1, 

Tlit- apostles and other close co- 
workers served as a governing body. 
They rook the lead m the preaching 
work. They resolved problems in (he 
Jerusalem ccmgreg.rtion. 1 hey sent 
qualified brothers to Samaria and An¬ 
tioch to strengthen new believers 
there* They handled a dispute about 
circumcision, ending olll their deci¬ 
sion fur all contjrL'gaCmns to ob serve. 
Yet these men were not masters over 
others but were servants and fellow 

workers of the entire congregation. 
—Acts ii|3| h: I - 7; A:U-25; 11:22-24; 

J5:i 32; lu:4, 5; J CorintlLilfli 3r5 JJ ; 4:1 2 . 
1 Cimalhjjnt 1:24. 

1 he early disciples were identihed 
as Christians, being called i&iteh by 
JiVine provideiice. 1.'hey also 1 1 ad 
teachings that distinguished them; 
these were called the Leaching ol the 
apostles* or the pattern of healthful 
words. J his Scriptural leaching was 








The early Christian £ preached 
God'S Word with boUntti 

Christians were welcome in die 
hnititii of fellow believers 
wherever they traveled 


also known as the truthsJohn 17-17; 
A.m 242; Il:li; St aiv.j r.% t> | 7 ; ] Timothy 

^■6; fr-1, j; 2 Tunhy hU: 2 lettr 2:2; 

i bEs i, 4 , 

11 icy were a worldwide association 
oJ brothers untied in love T They 
showed an interest in their fellow be- 
I levers in other countries. When trav¬ 
el mg .ibroad* fellow believers wel¬ 
comed them into their homes. They 
maintained a high standard of moral 
conduct, being a holy people sep.irju- 
from the world. They kept dose jn 
mind the time for the day of Idio- 
vah's presence and zealously made 

public declaration of their faith. 
—John U J4 t 35; t5;17-Jf{ Aeu 5:42i ti 
2 fl, '*■>; Rmusi K>: 9 , Ift, I !• 11 ; Titus 2‘ 1 |-H. 
Hebwwi 10:2J- 12:15; I JYw 1: M2 5; 2:9-12; 
5 : 9 ; 2 IVr« J fehn 5 * 8 . 

However, as foretold, a great apos¬ 
tasy began to develop, tn the second 
and third centuries* This resulted in 
large church systems that did not 
maintain ihe puiity of (he early Chris¬ 
tian congrcgaticKi ;is regards teaching, 
conduct, organization* and posi¬ 
tion toward the world, Matthew 13 
24-JU. 17*41,. 2 Tbemlonunip chipEtr 2. 



Jesus foretold, though, that there 
would be a restoration of true wor¬ 
ship .it rhe conclusion ot rhe system 
o i things- Jehovah’s Witnesses be¬ 
lieve that this restoration ran be seen 
in their worldwide activities in our 
time, about 1,900 years after Jesus’ 
prophecy. The following page* will 
explain why- 

* Hip<w ifrjTi thr CJarinjan LCtggtfgii jpn 
SounJrJ, *nd bow i:J ai grow 1 

* How wjt t h*i CWi^rgjrjon vupervtfed? 

* Thai rhih^t cErj*Ty AiiEngittihftJ 
hiiWcnfurjr tJ hi Litujai? 
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C, T. Russcli nt 



Inly 1879 iuue 



Kj rl y (i i i 111 p isl H i li I e 

Sfuih ills, Pittsburgh, Fa. 


Jehovah Gathers and Equips 
His People for Work 


Throughout the centuries, the 
apostasy had spread throughout the 
tart h. The many church denpmma- 

w 

turns bad some Bibk teethings but 
mainly fallowed human traditions 
and many customs oi heathen ori¬ 
gin- Expectations us to the return of 
Christ were generally pushed into the 
background.—Corn pair Msttthtv 13:24-3(1, 
37-43* 

However, |esu$ had said ro keep on 
the watch fur his return! One group 
doing thti was located in Allegheny 
(I Pittsburgh), Pennsylvania, ITS. A. 
In the early 1870's Charles laze Rus¬ 
sell and some of hi.s friends began to 
mih' a thorough, non denomination¬ 
al study ot the Bible with regard to 

Christ^ return. They also began to 
seek Bible truth on many Other basic 
teachings. This was, the beginning ol 
the modern-day activities of Jeho 
valTs Witnesses,—Matthew 24 42 

This group came to understand 
that the doctrine 0 ! the Trinity is noc 
Biblical but Jehovah alone is the al 
mighty God and Creator; Jesus 
Christ h His first creation and only- 
begotten Son; and lhe holy spirit is 
not a person but Is God's invisible 
active force. This group saw that the 
soul is not immortal hut mortal, that 
the hope for 1 lii. - dead h resurrection, 
and that the punish me nl lor unrt> 
pentant wiikitlnevi is not eternal tor- 
mem but annihilation* 

Jesus’ giving hss life as a ransom tor 
mankind was seen 10 be a basL Bi¬ 
ble teaching. First, l44 t QQ0 men and 
women, chosen from the first century 
down to our time, will be redeemed 
from 1 be earth in be joint heirs with 


Christ in the heavenly Kingdom- 
Then through lesus 3 ransom billions 
of mankind., the majority oi whom 
will be resurrected from the dead, 
will attain human perfection with the 
prospect of everlasting life on earth 
under that Kingdom rule, 

Russell and fits associates a I sd saw 
that Christ's presence was (■■ Lx- in 
visible, in spirit* The Gem i If Times, 
during which period Gods sov¬ 
ereignty was not being expressed 
through any govern mem on tin 
earth, were to end in 19 JT Then 
God f s Kingdom would be established 
in heaven. I lies? teachings arc identi¬ 
fied with Jehovah’s Witnesses today. 

Russell and Ins companions an¬ 
nounced these truths far and wide by 
talks and printed page. In July 1879 
R ui sc IJ beg an to publish Z ion V 
Wglcb Tom? (now called Thr Watch 
tower). He determined that the 
preaching activities of the Bible .Stu¬ 
dents should depend entirely upon 
voluntary contributions and that no 
collections would be taken* Also, the 
message should be urcul.iiL’d through 
the unpaid, voluntary effort 1 * of ihosr 
who believed. Russell hi 1 usd I ion- 
tributed from rhe meins he had accia 
mu Li ted in business up to ihai time 

The Bible Students gathered to¬ 
gether in classes, as (heir congrega¬ 
tions were then called. They assem¬ 
bled up to three rimes a week* for 
talks, Scripture study, and test [tin my 
meetings, They regularly elected re 
sponsible men as elders to supervise 
1 he spiritual activities 0 f each class. 

In 1K84 Zion's Watch Tower Tract 
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Society w.ts inu)tpofJl«l j non- 
prolii corpora lion in PcnnsylvMnia, A 
president of the corporation was to 
be Heard annually. This provided 
i instrument. not dependent 
upon the life of any individual, to 
carry forward the Bible educational 

f 

work. Charles I", Russell was elected 
president, and his office was looked 
to as the headquarters. 

Great efforts were made to ex¬ 
pand the work to other countries. It 
reached Canada and, England tn the 
early 188(1 V In 1891 Russell made a 
tour of Europe and the Middle East 
to consider what could he done to 
further the spread ol the truth there. 
In the early 1900*1. hunch offices of 
the Society were established in Brit* 
ain, Germany, and Australia. 

In 1909 the headquarters of the 
Watch Tower Society was moved to 
Brooklyn, New York, to further the 
expansion of the preaching work on 

an international scale, If became nec¬ 
essary to form an associate corpo¬ 
ration under New York State law. 
which is now know n as the Watch- 
tower Bible and Tract Society of New 
York, Inc. In 19)4 ihe Internation¬ 
al Bible Students Association was 
formed in London, England, ;a ad¬ 
vance ihe activities of the Bible Stu¬ 
dents throughout the British Com¬ 
monwealth. At present somr 70 
legally J'. mi tied u>i puratious aiid asso- 
nations in many countries around 
ihe world are serving the purposes of 
the Watch Tower Society, All are 
philanthropic, being supported by 
voluntary contribution* and volun¬ 
teer workers. 


tn 19 lb Charles Taste Russell died, 
and Joseph Franklin Rutherford suc¬ 
ceeded him as president Ol the Watch 
Tower Society. During the dosing 
years of World Wai I, the Bible Stu¬ 
dents were severely tested by persecu¬ 
tion, climaxed by ihe wrongful im¬ 
prisonment of eight brothers serving 
in responsible position* with the So¬ 
ciety's headquarters in America. The 
work of the Bible Students seemed 
in jeopardy. However, m 1919 the sc 
brothers were released and exonerat¬ 
ed, and there now began a greater 
expansion of (he pteaching work. 

Through ilw Society's headquar¬ 
ters, the united body of anointed 
Christian Bible Students continued to 
provide spiritual food at i lie proper 
time lor all individuals associated with 
the organ Nation. Just .is the congrega¬ 
tion of anointed Christians in the first 
century constituted "the faithful and 
discreet slave" mentioned by Jesus, so 
roo the anointed group of dedicated 
Bible Students, engaged in the King 
dortt work, makes up “the taifhlul and 
discreet slave" class in our rime At 
Jesus' coming to in spec i the congrega- 
tioo, he found this class to be provid¬ 
ing food for the domestics of the 
household; he ibrti appointed it 
over all his belongings,—Man hew aa 
U-S7: Ultr!2.« 

Soon after World War I, ii was 
dearly seen ihai God s Kingdom by 
Christ Jesus had been established m 
the heavens in 1914, So Jesus’ words 
could now have their complete ful¬ 
fillment: "This good news of chi 
kingdom will be preached m all the 
inhabited earth tor a witness to all the 
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nations; and then the end will 
come/ Joseph F. Rutherford took 
the i nrr i,iriv^ to make rhrs Kingdom 
message available to an even greater 
nuEtibei of people.—Mluhtw 24:R 

Hence, the Society decided to do irs 
own printing using volunteer workers 
who were dedicated men, in order to 
ensure constant production of Bible 
literature at the lowest possible cost, 
Ail Bible Students were encouraged to 
have a regular share in preaching the 
good new,'; of the Kingdom, Radio 
broadcasting of Bible talks was used in 
a number ol countries. 


Prior to 1918 the Bible Students 
understood that their purpose in 
preaching was to gather the remaining 
ones of those chosen to be with Christ 
Jesus in heaven and to warn the world 
of God\ coming judgment. Little 
thought was given to gathering those 
who would survive the end of the 
present wicked system to Jive on 
earth, Then from 1918 onward the 
talk “Millions Now Living May Nev¬ 
er Die!" was widely presented. 



In 1923 a study of lc.sus’ parable ol 
the sheep and the goats at Matthew 
25:31,-46 showed that prior to Arm.i- 
gtddon righteously disposed people 
not in line tot the heavenly Kingdom 
would also gain God's approval and 
would survive Armageddon, In 1 Q 35 
timber study showed these sheep like 
people to be identical with the great, 
unnumbered crowd ol people de- 
scribed at Revelation 7:9-17. These 
were To be gathered out of all nations 
and would have the prospect of sur¬ 
viving I he Great Tribulation and 
gaining .everlasting life on earth. This 
understanding gave great impetus to 
the preaching work, -Mm it? > 

In 1931 the Bible Students adopted 
the name Jehovah's Witnesses, Prior 
thereto they were known ns Bible 
Students, International Bible Stu- 
deni), Millennial Dawn people, ,uid 
Watch Tower people. They were 
even nicknamed RusselIttes and 
Ruthurfordiics. Mont of these names 
properly identified them, While the 
name Christian, given ro Jesus' disci- 












pits by divine providence in the first 
century, was certainly applicable, it 
was also being used by many group* 
following false teachings. To distin* 
gtush themselves Iroin the millions ol 
notiiiti.il Christians, there had to be a 
name that would distinctly identify 
Christ\ true followers in this day. 

A consideration of I he Scripture* 
made dear that even as Jehovah had 
called Ins. people I sill e I hi s witnesses, 
so In, pj 0 |ik .it thv mm Imicm of the 

4 y it cm o| things who At-rc deJiiit- 

cd to making his name and purpose 
known, ihouM rightly be tailed Telia 
v,sli\ Witnesses. Thii name has prop¬ 
erly diitinguiihed Jehovah's true 
Christian wonhipers from all od> 
cis who Jilin lo he Chrbtun kj- 

dav«—Ptflm ia:iM; )uuS- ^5;111 1J 

■ 

lu I942 fc during World Vt at II, Jo¬ 
seph l : . KuiliLTiVti.l Jink and Nathan 
I h Km jit succeeded him as president 
oi the Waich Tower Society, I he 
prophetTCs were now seen 10 indicate 
dearly vhair there would he a postwar 
period of relative peaoe and freedom 
that would allow for a great expansion 
of rhe pieadung work before the end 
ot thh system, In Kebruary l‘di the 
Waichtowei Bible St hind oi Gilead 
was established to train full [true min¬ 
isters lor missionary work in foreign 
c. mi nines. Liter that ym, 4 special 
ministry training program wis added 
to the weekly meeting schedule of 

Jehovah 1 - WimcsKi. 

hi 1950 the Society began to re* 
lease portions of the AVtf World 
Irtiti slat ion of tbt Holy Scrip turn. 
a modern-English Bible translation 
made from the original-language 


texts, This .iu.ur.itcU' rendered, easy- 
to-understand Bible, produced at low 
cost on the Society’s presses. has been 
,i grfiti aid in rhr preaching work, 
To date, over 40 million copies have 
been published in 11 languages. 

By the end of 1985, more than 
three million Jehovah’s Witnesses 
were during in the preaching work m 
more than 200 lands and islands of 

tbeiea. hot ilie Memorial oi Christ's 
death, the meeting with the greatest 
attendance of any ldd in their 49,716 
congregations during 1985.a total ol 
7,792, H)9 persons were present. 

That God is truly using Jehovah's 
Witnesses is seen in i licrr continuing 
to keep active in his service, in their 
worldwide unify, in their ze.il tor 
upholding Jehovah's name and 
preaching his Kingdom, in then 
dent moral standards, in their *c«p* 
to nee of the entire Bible as God's 
infallible Word, and in their freedom 
from supeistitioii and spiritism. 

The following sections show- how 
you can benefit (nun this restoration 

Jr 

oi' Line -A - nGlip ol God* 

* Whit h,..A b\bU tulLu^ diUir^Lmhcd the 
ftjhk Siudenti fawn * KurJi le nftEmcutiuft 1 '' 

* Yl'bii m^uus4141 Jri dof-tEcni * If. I i hi 

llibflr SjttdfDtt MpMirruf up W 

* I \uv> Liu it lx jiJ |]jjI the group fJ 

Anniuted Bible Si admit nude up "shr uiiliJul 
luil iliutni -. 3.1 * > ""I Mflllhuw 

* Whit undi nurJim 1 , □! Giad 1 -. pur[*w flfVT 

|;m UI tetLjiceu.i II I 11 312 preiun^ WcillO 

i Whi! duel the turn* IchmikT 

t«Tff 

* Whir Mt ffridmmlbil God u tmk u • uat; 

|i iiiii jIi'^i WjI nei^efc" 



lUdto trunk min* by 
L F- Kiitbrfiord 



Wifthtmt Soilin'* 

hr-M uiiJiy 

uprultrd by VolttHttcr* 


i<i ■■ matlTi 

I It dS Sf ftt 


New World Triniiljiliop 
n{ B i hit. mpw published 
in I I ljti|U.Jg£t 
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Congregations for Building Up 
in Love and Unity 


JL i>u ni.iy ]uvc .irrtndcJ some con 
gtegation meetings of Jehovah's Wit¬ 
nesses near where you live, Peo- 
pie from all walks of life—family 
groups* single people, old and young 
—were there. They were all united in 
their worship and were interested in 
helping others. 

In any arrangement where a large 
number of people desire to work at 
unity, there needs to be some supervi¬ 
sion*. God is ,i God of order; hence* 
that order should be rc 11 cited in the 
congregation of his people. As in Hie 
first century* so today* qualified! ma- 
mrcp and experienced Christian men 
are designated as elders* or overseers. 
These supervise the congregation and 
look after its spiritual needs. They are 
assisted by other faithful nen known 
.is ministerial servants. Theft men "re¬ 
ceive no salary or other financial ben¬ 
efit but serve voluntarily, meeting 
then own expense** usually from sec¬ 
ular employment. —1 ..thiiM M 

31, tN; J J In lip pram IJ, I Timothy J:fi p 


How are these selected? Thev need 

p 

to he faithful servants of God who 
il i sp I d y te r t a 11 \ Sc rapt u ra 1 q ll.i hfi ca - 
rions. Some of these are; being 'mod¬ 
erate 3ii habits, sound in mind* order¬ 
ly T hospitable, qualified to teach, and 
reasonable; not bring a lovct of mon¬ 
ey; presiding over his household in j 
fine manner; not being a newly con¬ 
vened man; having a fine testimony 
from those on the outiiiic’; ‘holding 
hrmly to the faithful word is re¬ 
spects the art of teaching/ — 1 Imi- 
orhV 3s:J- ] 5; Tjtitv 117^. 

These men ate not voted into of¬ 
fice by the umgrcg.iiion„ where ilie 
majority might often be newer Chris¬ 
tians. Raiher, they are recommended 
by mature and experienced men who 
are elders and who have dinnerrmiml 
as to the degree to which those con 
sidered ate meet mg the Scriptural re¬ 
quirements, Then appointments of 
elder?, and ministerial servants an 
made under the supervision of the 
Governing Body of Jehovah^ Wii- 








Overvtcrv instruct llic 
take ihe lead in 
preaching from house to 
house* encourage by 
ihrpherding. ™iti, give courted 
and reproof when needed 

ness e\ r shis following the partem sci 
by the Christian congregation m the 
first century. 

m 

The^c elders* or overseen, do not 
rnmntufe a clergy class; they are not 
masters over others. As Jesus said, any 
who wise the lead must be the slaves of 
a!L in the congregation ol Jehovah's 
Witnesses, the elders arc truly fellow’ 
workers for the Kingdom of God. 
—Mitfhpw 27; Rouu&i 

1 2:&: 1 Comidlibiu 1:5; 4:1, I; Cokmua 
■1‘H; 1 Tkl^kmi2m5:lM4. 

As over \c ers p they super vise the m~ 
struct ion provided at meetings and 
Like the lead in the preaching activity. 
Preaching the good news oj the King¬ 
dom throughout its assigned territory 
is a primary objective of the con¬ 
gregation. Overseen also serve as 
shepherds, visiting members or the 
congregation to encourage them as 

nctjded.—Matthew Z4: M; .■Vu* h|; t Thet- 
utenum Sill, 1 1\ 5:14, IS; 2 Timothy 2: 
24-2*: Hebrew* I JtI7; J 44 M* 5; IMA; I Peler 
S:M. 

The riders also have the responsibil¬ 
ity to reprove and administer disci¬ 
pline ro any who may be follow ing a 
wrongful course ami who may present 
a danger to the spiritual and moral 
ckanittitsand the unity of the congre¬ 
gation. 3 Orrnthiarn 5:4, S, r, Et li; 
fwI;U-Uj lilt, IL 

Regular association with ihc con¬ 
gregation will give you fine fellow¬ 
ship and many spiritual benefits. 

—JVrJmJSil#; M :ltt* 

* w i>n sqpemtt ihr -tf«rt «i individual 

* l p- u B-’iijr bivu jJr GTetetii 

* T’-.rfl Ji*- thru 















Meetings for Inciting 
to Love and l ine Works 






Scent 5 frmti Thro* i tit it 
Mininirv Sihonl, 

! ,UTut* L Li CL-.J S 


IV early Christ jam mcE together, 
usually in private homes, to receive 
instruction jnd enjoy upbuilding tel 
Jcmdilp, Today, t oiijilegations of je* 
hovahk Witnesses ititt! ihree times a 
w<i L You arc invited in attend any ot 
lliese meetings. Then meetings jit nor 
NiLLihvin, hui they torus on divine 
education * Congregation meetings arc 
opened and closed with song and 
prayer. Attendance is tret, and no 

udkiOom art taken.-Am ftJMl j 14^ 
IL !5 )}, Rcmum lr» S; Cn!outifit 4:IS. 

Perhaps the hrst meeting that you 
attend will be the 45 minute public 
talk, dealing with Bible teachings, 
jrophccy t or counsel on Christian 
living- Following this talk, there is a 
study oi the Bible, using an article in 
The Waidtawer that is especially de 
signed im umgrcgjtion .study, l In 
*iudy follows ihin format? A para 
graph from Ths Wdtthtowrf is read* 
and lhe conductor propounds ques 
isol is im i lie maretiaj that those in ihr 
audience may volunteer to itliwci 
by i,using their hand lku.illy several 


comments are given on each para¬ 
graph. The meet mg lasts one hour. 

Later on in the week, two oihei 
45-minufc meetings arc held. One is 
the Theocratic Ministry School It 
provides training on how io gather 
material on Bible subjects and to 
teach it effectively. Following 21 
minutes or special ins! rue Iron* stu¬ 
dents who arc assigned m advance 

give shoo presentations. After each 
presentation, the school m si met or 
gives counsel showing how rhe stu¬ 
dent may improve. Several textbook* 
have been prepared tor use in rhn 
school. Those who regularl) attend 
meetings may enroll, provided they 
are living in a way tint accords with 
Christian principles, 

I he meeting that follows is i ailed 
the Service Meeting, U consists ul 
three or four pares flint deal with 
presenting the good news from house 
to house as well as other Ira lures of 
ihe ministry. These parts are present¬ 
ed as talks, discussions, or dcmumtrj- 



Group si u Ely in pivarr 
linffle. Yip 


Kingdom Hall. New 
RriunftU, let jv, U.S.A., 

fiLiile in two day* by 

ffhov^h ’i Wit novo 
















Kingdom Hall* in 

various countries 


lions* with some audience pariicipa- 
lion. Much of 'He program is based 
on material found in Our Amg- 
dom Minafry, a four-page instruc¬ 
tion sheet published monthly by the 
Watch Tower Society. 

The third meeting is a weekly 
study held in smaller groups, usual¬ 
ly hi private homes throughout ihc 
congregation's territory. The study is 
based on the Bible and a recent book 
published by the Society, Since the 
group is smaller, there is a better 
opportunity for ail to share in the 
discussion, and there is a tine oppor¬ 
tunity for those in attendance to get 
better acquainted with one another. 

Most congregations hold their 
meetings in a Kingdom Hall built by 
Jehovah's Witnesses. The costs ate 
covered by voluntary coatribulions 
from the Witnesses themselves, and 
in most cases the work is done with¬ 
out i barge by volunteer workers. 
Contribution boxes are available at 
all meetings ior the use of those who 
wish to contribute. 

Congregation meetings help Jeho- 
v.iliWimosrs 1 1 »(n)liuv I lie i ounsi 1 
at Hebrews 10i24, 25: “Lei 115 consid¬ 
er one another to incite to love and 
fine wmks« not forking the gather* 
mg of oursdvfci together, J5 some 
have the custom, bm encouraging, 
one Muother, and all she more so ti 
[we] behold the day drawing near/ 

m WVi nl ~m\j ChnitMQ mrctLEip 

nn hf W*n vl Jitli&vjb't Wiinranl 

■ OlsSj r whiJ li prcttnlcd ji r hc etc 

twtyrltiqt hM at^oLirlT by itn WilnniH. 

m Iiji^t mrrrmg hiih bfrfk otilainriJ' 
















































Congregations Organized 

tor Preaching God’s Kingdom 


Jehovjh'fr Wifncttci 
preaching God'v 
Kingdom m vjriouv 
CDuntrin 


wif hen on nrtlu Iciiis Chm: 
preached (he Kingdom oi God, going 
!iom village to village and from city 
to city. He also trained and sent out 
his disciples to do the same work 
Bet ore ascending to heaven, he com¬ 
manded his I olio were to make disci¬ 
ples of people of all the nations. From 
its very incepiion. rhe early Chris- 
nan congregation was organized lor 
preaching the good news. Wherever 
ilie disciples went, they would he 
found pre.k hmg the Kingdom of 

God,—MautmHil?, 2); 10:1-16; 28:19, 20; 
Luke Ml. 44; III; 10:1-4; Aeu [:S| a it: 
5:42. A: 12; P:S: 1(1:2). IB. Jl; Raauai M 
<*. I«, 14, 

In lesus’ prophecy on the conclu¬ 
sion of the system ot things, he stated: 
“Tins good news of t he kingdom will 
he preached in all the inhabited earth 
for a witness to all the nations; and 
then ilie end will con* This preach¬ 
ing is a primary obligation of 
the Christian congregation today. 
—Matthew 24:14; Mark 11:IB. 

Worldwide, all congregations of 
Jehovah’s Witnesses arc organized to 
cover their local area systematically 



with the preaching of the good news 
of God's Kingdom. So that it will he 
done in an orderly manner, in cadi 
country the bunch other ot the 
Watch Tower Society assigns to 
every congregation an area toi wit¬ 
nessing. File congregation divides 

that tertitory assignment into smaller 
portions, which are then assigned to 
those who will take the responsibility 
in see that the people are called on, 
— 1 Cnhnfhuni 4 H, 

I he Wimcws usually' llhiUl t pen- 
pit hv going from home to home. 
At e heir congregation meetings, je- 
hovjhi Witnesses hjvc bt fc in mined 
io nuke short present lion* of the 
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Kingdom messagr ji the doors, using 
iheir Bibles. The Witnesses i.irry Bi¬ 
ble J lie Mime id leave with the house- 
holders who wish lo gam greater 
knowledge of God's Word. 

In order ro give everyone m the 
territory .in opportunity to hear the 
important Kingdom message, the Wit¬ 
nesses keep .1 detailed record as they go 
from house to house, indicating where 
people were not .n home or where for 
some other reason it was not possible 
to give a thort«ugli witness. A call will 
be made ai another time. Where inter 
evi is shown, 1 I 1.11 is noted, and the 
Witnesses return to provide additional 
Scriptural information. If desired, a 


regular Bible studs will be conducted. 
All of this is door free of charge. 

Jehovah*s Witnesses also offer mag¬ 
azines to passersby tin the streets. In 
this way they are ahlr to ion tact many 
people they might not Iind at home. 
A rr.if rHort is made In rp.lrh out tn 

evervone who will hear.—Acts 17;17; 
Revdaiian Mi Ml Ml 17. 

Why do the Witnesses keep catling 
when the majority do nol chow any 
interest? It has been found that the 
situation of individuals often changes 
and they respond positively on an¬ 
other visit, or some other person of 
the household may be met who will 
show interest, 

Jesus said to his disciplcs: “Keep on, 

1 hen. seeking hirst the kingdom and 
his righteous nets." The preaching of 
Cod's Kingdom plat's a viral part in 
our seeking lirsi thr Kingdom, and 
Jehovah's Witnesses make l his a very 

important objective itt their lives. 
— Mjtfhew fc-3J; l Timothy 3 J 

■ WJur wark af j«yi inJ ihc *Aflr Qktimam 
Wjv. jorrlfiU duhr <iImj m imr iJjy? 

* Hi-* rJai pwvjihiai * imiy nf Irh, ^jh'i 

* % jn 1)11 itw Wfilifui v I . L'iUing tn people 
mUtn tit mjprMjr ilnwr im tnitrHa 1 

















International con^cnrkm, Argmiin-i 


d ifi ^iiE mtdflbly, Japan 


Delate* obtain Bible literature, Swit^diod 


Baptism at intrrn-atiiDTial con^cnLmn, South Africa 




Hapa^L ^ 
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KrEcannp new Bible jnibhcatirpn, Canada 
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Convention d detain |iom in smsint 
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Rejoicing and Praising God 
at Assemblies 




-T rnm rlu. tan; I880"s the Bible Stu¬ 
dents mw rh.tr, in adJiriun to local 
meetings. it would bn- beneficial tor 
them 10 become acquainted with 
their irllow bdkven from other 
area* So the. began to arrange yearly 
conventions of Bible Students from 
alf o'er the United Suics, and later 
also trom Canada. These were periods 
of spiritual refreshment; for several 
days ininnive Bible instruction was 
pro 1 * [Jed, and all enjoyed a delightful 
interchange ol encouragement. Bap¬ 
tism of net* - believer became a reg¬ 
ular feature at convention*. Con¬ 
ventions were also used to give a 
more extensive witness to the public. 

— Ris-sjck till, 17, 

Today Jehovah’s Witnesses enjoy 
regular assemblies. Usually about 18 
to 25 congregations are grouped to¬ 
gether in what are tailed circuits, 
which aie visited, or Served, by trav¬ 
eling overseers. Twice ,i year, cir¬ 
cuit assemblies are arranged where 
the congregations in a circuit, or port 
of that circuit, meet together on .Sat¬ 
urday and Sunday. 

Once a year, laigei three- or four- 
day conventions, called district con¬ 
ventions, arc arranged in each coun¬ 
try, w here thousands can he gathered 
together at one place. These conven¬ 
tions provide spiritual upbuilding for 
l: ln>vjir% Witnesses a::J others 3 n t r 
csicd in their activities, and they also 
give j public witness. 

The program for these assemblies 
and convention* is prepared by the 
Cloverfling Body of Jehovah's Wit¬ 
nesses and is hased on the needs of the 
Witnesses worldwide. It consists of 


Talk*, discussions, and truc-to-lilc 

presen 1 .if ions called demon st rat ions, 
preseiuvd by traveling overseers and 
qualified Witnesses iron; congrega¬ 
tions. Various ones also relate experi¬ 
ences about how they are meeting the 
challenge of living as Christum tn a 
godless world or whal results they are 
having in the ministry. At district 
conventions there is an additional 
feature—live presentations in the 
form of Bible dramas or dramas in 
modem-day settings, depicting hrvu 
Chiisnam cope with problems they 
fate today. 

Also mcab and refreshments are 
provided, for a small contribution. 
Tins allows for enjoyable fellowship 
when meetings are not in session. AM 
the work involved in operating these 
evenrs is done by volunteers Irom 
among fchovah s Witnesses, The cost 
o! the f.i4 ilrtics and other expenses arc 
covered by voluntary contributions. 
Admittance is free, and no collect inns 
are taken. 

You %an find out from the local 
congregation of Jehovah's Witnesses 
when and where these gatherings are 
scheduled in vour area. Information 
will also be provided about any travel 
arrangement*, as well a> how to ob¬ 
tain rooming accommodation 1 ;. 

These assemblies and conventions 
help Jehovah's Witnesses and all asso¬ 
ciating wth them to see beyond their 
local congregation and to appreciate 
rhe whole association of their broth¬ 
ers in the world .—1 Pen** l-Al. 

• Wbi hcnrfili di J the tirk Sabir Siiii-Lrnt* 

liom l-bt a ColaVcntiDflj 1 

* Donibr i be and few 

ciriuji nirf bJirih jjid diiTtMir .. on vriiisuni 
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Traveling (>verseers— 

Fellow Workers in the Truth 


District ovcrsrtr 
addresses 4 circuit 
assembly 


In the Christian congregation of 
the first century, there were traveling 
overseers who visited congregation* 
to build them up. They gave of them 
wlvei t not seeking personal gain, that 
they might hdp those in the congre- 
gat ions to continue walking wnrrhily 
of God.-Acti H; Hzll, 234 J5?J2j 

Z0i2i 31-511 Fhi1i|^>tiins 2^20-12, J u , I I'he^j- 
kmum 12. 

Today the congregations of Jeho¬ 
vah’s Witnesses also receive the ben 
efirs of traveling overseers. These 
men have many years of experience 
in the preaching activities of |dio- 
vah's Witnesses and as overseers. 
They freed ihermeivrs ot secular 
work and household responsibilities 
so that they could offer themidves in 
the full-time ministry, For theft? who 
are married, usually the wive-, have 
also shared in the ministry full rime 
with their husbands. 

A circuit overseer k assigned to 
care tar a circuit with about IH to 25 
Long relations. Ht visits eat h congre 
gat ion in the circuit about twite .i 


year and after two or three yean is 
assigned to another circuit. In this 
way the congregations can benefit 
from cite varying experience and abil¬ 
ities of different circuit overseers. 

The circuit overseer checks into 
the spiritual condition ot the emigre- 
gat ion and its activity. He gives sev¬ 
eral talks to the congregation and all* ■ 
meets with the elders and minimal 
servants lo consider how they ran 
improve their service to the congre¬ 
gation* 

During the week both he and his 
u iic + if he b married, accompany the 
focal Witnesses, helping them to im¬ 
prove in their house-to-house minis' 
try. He and his wife wall also vim 
newly interested people to encourage 
them in the faith. You can ask for 
such a visit. 

The district overseer has similar 
spiritual qualifications and back¬ 
ground of experience. He travels 
from circuit to circuit, rendering ser¬ 
vice each week an connecfjnn wish 








Csrcuil uvcncm five 
invtruuiod in preaching from 
house to house, lalk to 
congregation elders, visit Klihlc 
■with newly in teres led 
ones, jddrfv. congregationi 

the circuit assemblies. He and hi* 
wile also work m the held ministry 
with the Witnesses m one of the 
congregations ut the circuit he is vis¬ 
iting. I Ic supcrviies the final prepara¬ 
tion o| the circuil assembly program 
and gives several ulks during the ji- 
sentbly, hh I tiding the public talk. 

When e he traveling overseers have 
concluded their visit m j congrega¬ 
tion or a circuit, they continue on 
to viiit another, lolloping the same 
schedule, timil all congregations or 
circuits have been visiled in about six 
mo n c h s , then they begin over again, 

In many countries the traveling 
qveneer* travel h\ caa or me public 
transportation In other countries 
they may use a bicycle or even walk. 
The Society covers die transport it ion 
e X pen ses o ft h e r ra ve ling o ve rseer an J 
also provides him and hi* wife with 
u small allowance for e heir personal 
needs Usually die traveling overseer 
and his wifi are provided with room¬ 
ing accommodation* and meals by 
members of each congregation* 

Tbits service calls for a spirit of 
sdt-hi alike. The traveling overseen 
and then wives arc determined ro 

render their service ci» she tongfesj- 
tions without placing an expensive 
burden on them,— ! i h. 

• Wli.il thr purpaw p\ trawllsi iwcrurn 
in iIif hr*i i niiurv C'firuNriu ran.|jfrpi hus? 

•Jt.i* kin || .is 1 !. j.|£ mtafit nhIjv l-T. -nir 
-viujJiticJ M\i.i jiMijLiblc lur rhn ,:irn ,v 

* Dfurihr rliw wur al itw i ttiuti jbJ 
rfiHjfct dVTTKffi Jciti ktrn ihrt b*r B 
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Full-Time Ministers Spearhead 
the Preaching Work 


* 


LdY: Gilead Si. Into! 
classroom 
Brooklyn, NY,, 

b*s.a, 

Right: Missionary 
lcjc hmg ( Sod \ word 
in FapiM Nt v Guinea 


P uhly the first one ut Idnnah's 
VTunciAc* to call on you was a mil 
time pioneer minister or a mission- 
ary* Sitia: [diovub's Witnesses Jo not 
have a paid mimicry s ym may hive 
wondered how these people miild vw 
gtigt in the mirirsiry full time, 

All of Jehovah 1 ? Witnesses who are 
dedicated and baptized Alt minis Leri, 
but the greater number hive family 
nr other obligations that prevent 
(hem from devoting more than L i few 
hours a week to (heir ministry. 1 low* 
ever, thousands of Witnesses the 
world over have cut ha k on their 
«iand!jrd of living so ihcy tan cover 
their reduced expenses wrh parr time 
work and then devote j P COO hours or 
more a year to the minjury. 

True, the full-time pioneer minis- 
Ilts do not have Lis much money to 

w 

spend on themselves, hat to than 
this gs a way of seeking hr it God'ts 
Kingii .. And they receive nuny 

blessing?, lust being able to talk to 
others about (Jod"s Word lor ^0 


hours or so a momh js a hne mpm- 
cmi in itself. The full-time minister 
improves hb skill m the ministry and 
also has the time to follow up on 
i me rest property. This produces very 
emnuiaging result?. They have wlut 
i hey need materially, and they ap- 
pied.ile Vvr- much whal (he> have, 

— Mill 11 Irw 6; 3 3, 

In Fehruary ]943 t the Watch Tot 
v r Si w iel y lmj hli shed e he Watt h H 1 w ■ 
er Bible School of Gilead, The 
purpose was to train ex peri rm ed 
lull-time pioneer ministers to serve as 
missioiLiiies in foreign counines. The 
five-month course combit of a con¬ 
centrated study of the Bible, Bible 
history* Jehovah^ ami 

r da led subjects in preparation for «rr 
vice in a foreign field, 

The Suuety pay? tramportat ton to 
the missionary assign men i .uni pro 
vides wholesuinr meiLs amt rm»l> i 
living iccomrn minions in mission,n y 

home?. It also suppliers eacl.. 

ary with a small allowance lot pri 















Pioneer minister* and 
mi&sioDjrie* preaching GodH 
Word it! various countries 


^orul expanse.*. The missioiuiies rake 
their ium in the operation of the 
home by shopping, preparing meals, 

and cleaning* With i his reasonable 
care the missionaries are able to de* 
vote Ji least 140 hours a month to 
preaching from house to house and 
conducting Bible studies with inter- 
ested people. 

Many of these missionaries arc as¬ 
signed thousands ot miles away from 
home and family, I hey have had to 
adjust to a different living standard 
and culture, to new eating habits, to 
a different climate, and to speaking 
another language, they a re doing this 
work because they love people and 
have a strong desire to help them to 
learn about Cod’s Kingdom. 

From 1 943 through 1945, the 
Tilth tower Bible School ot Gilead 
conducted 80 classes and has sent out 
more than 6 fc Q00 missionaries. Under 
the supervision ot [he Society> these 
have spearheaded the expansion of 
Bible education throughout Africa, 
Cemral and South America, the Ori¬ 
ent, and the South Pacific, and they 
have accomplished much m Europe, 

Whether Jehovah’s Witnesses en¬ 
gage in the ministry full time as pio 
Deers or as missionaries or part time, 
they serve without financial gain. 
They are spending ol their own time 
and money, and of themselves, to 
help others get the knowledge that 
leads to everlasting life. —John 17-3. 

* How JIT ircnc of Tchcrr.ih i ^ ihkti-t 

thnr Nil Iiptr to dir vniDJifjjt jod wfar 
Jo ihrr do thn* 

m How ik mjmsrcn Imnr.j foi ifee GiiVvicnkri r y 

work* 

* Hi'V. iii r t- rajtsion^rirl litafpci-r rffd tr. tbetr 























Producing Bible Literature 
to Praise God 


Volunteer* performing 
task* retd ted lu 

f irnduction ot Bible 
item lure at factory, 
home, otficr. -mil 
firm, in Brooklyn Jtld 


Wjllkill, New York, 
U.lAt 




I chovah’j Witnesses ate veil known 
tor (heir preaching of God s King¬ 
dom by means of the printed page. 
Since 1920 the Wiic.h rower Sou 
cev has med volunteer worker* from 
among the Wimctsc* to produce 
uugjzioci and books for distri¬ 
bution* This has been to ensure a 
lependable production of literature 
,ie i he lowest pn^ible co5.i. 

For some 60 years, the Society has 
developed and expanded lEs prnduc- 
lion ol Bible literature, firii in Brook- 
Ivn and then in other countries. All 

m 

the work has been dour by an mi rear 
mg sraIf of volunteers. 

By the late 197Q\ the traditional 
methods of processing and prim mg 
text were being phased tmt m ravor 
of computer processing, phototype* 
setting, and offset printing. The prob¬ 
lem here m% that available commer¬ 
cial equipment could proetif only a 
limited number of languages, How^ 
ever, the Society was already produc¬ 


ing literature m .ibouE 16^ languages, 
md there was a need for more 

So, volunteers were tailed in to 
develop a multi language dec mm it 
phototypesetting system. The results 
were gratifying. The necessary rech 
nieat breakthroughs were made, and a 
text-entry, aim posit bn, and pfiotn- 
i vpenri ing system* l .ill :d MBPS, was 
developed ► This can process nearly 
2f)0 languages. More can he added. 

1 ciday MI:PS texi entry and graph¬ 
ics unit*. produced by [ehovah\ Wit- 
nerves, aie in usr in 25 countries, 
and more are planned fur. Volunteer 
work erf From these countries have 
been trained to operate and maintain 
this equipment. The Society u\ now 
producing magazines in more than 
100 language* in 3fc countnes, .md in 

5 of these countries hound books Md 

Bibles arc also being produced* 

To do i his work requires people 
—w n re rs,, t ran s la tors, prooi read er s, 
printers, bookbinders, and shipping 



























Volunteers performing 
various tasks directly or 
indirectly involved in 
produciicm of Bibles jnd 
Bible literature 


workers. Others rnuM handle corre¬ 
spondence with ihe congregation*. 
Some produce lood, prepare meals* 
do cleaning. laundry, and so forth. 
All ol this is kindled by volunteer 
workers who make them selves avail¬ 
able lit the various countries. Around 
ihc world during 1^85. there were 
volunteer workers serving at 
the various offices- factories homes, 
and farms. 

Who are these people? They are 
men and women, single and married* 
young and.old, all dedicated Jehovah s 
Witnesses. Some have been in this 
work 4(3, 5ft, and even 60 years. They 
Spend act average of .it ic*St 44 hours 
a week at their work assign merits, wit 1 1 
txlfa rime as needed, live megs and 
weekends are devoted io preaching 
i he p?cm 1 news from house io house, 
and to other congregation activities. 

Around the world ihc&e workers 
arc provided wsth modest rooming 
and meals at one ol the Society's 
housing institutions, called Bet lid 
Homes. In addition they receive a 
modest allowance to cover travel ex¬ 
penses in their ministry and a small 
amount for personal needs. 

Since 1920 1 these volunteer work¬ 
ers have produced over nine billion 
Bibles, books, magjxinrs, and pam- 
pbids in about 200 languages lot 
worldwide distribution. They are do¬ 
ing their part so that the everlasting 
good news can he declared as glad 
tidings to every' nation and tribe and 
longue and people.— Urtrktinn ]4:t r " 

■ What pnnlmp apr^llUDi dofi i lur WhU'Ji 
Tower ficitseiy hit(, jnJ why? 

* WLiu Ju .ill ikw w-luJ?, ^ Ju they ti*<? 

































































Prfuilriili ill Etic 
Wllcb Tower Society 



C T- Ruud l > 

imim 



j. J - KulherforiJ, 


\n^mi 



N, Hr Knorr, 

mum 



F, W.Frjrt t, |f77- 


Shepherding God’s Flock 
in Unity 


Some Jik: How is (he worldwide 
cong.rcg.itinn ot Jr hovah^ Witnesses 
governed?' Wc answer: The govern¬ 
ing arrangement follows tie pit tern 
of I he Christian congregation of the 
first century- 

In the W0\ Chilli T Russell 
and hii associates took e he Lniiunve 
in spreading the results of heir Bible 
study by means of talks and printed 
nutter, Around the country,, those 
who those to .Lvaii i.itc with this work 
looked lu RuiJtll and his dose asso¬ 
ciates as the body of men mos.l expe 
ricnccd in doing fht I ord b s work md 
from whom (bey could wk counsel 
pertaining to iheir activities. 

In 1884 Zion's Watch i ower Tract 
Society was incorporated under the 
laws of the Commonwealth of Ptnn 
sylvania. Rtts.se11 anti his responsible 
associates were dosely involved with 
directing this Society as well as rite 
activities of the Bible Students, In 
1^09 they moved their head quarters 
to Brooklyn, New York, Through 

the years [he direiiois of ihe Watch 


Tower Society and other closely asso¬ 
ciated, spiritually qualified, anointed 
men have been serving as a governing 
boJ v for Jehovah's Witnesses,, 

The Governing Body consists of 
a group of anointed Chmiun men 
(13 in 1986 I, including 7 serving on 
the board of directors of ihr "Watch 
Tower Society- The*e preside over the 
wt i r Id wide ac t i vit i es o f Jeh o v a h \ W ! i t - 
nesses, They are not inspired by God 
■ind hence are nor infallible, hut ihey 
rely on God’* infallible Word as the 
highlit authority on earth, arid have a 
lifetime ot experience in submitting 
to God's will. Each has a record of 
more than 40 years in the full-time 

ministry with Jehovah’s Wit nesses. 

The Governing Body supervises 
what the Society publishes Wh.tr n 
written is based on observing I lie spir¬ 
itual needs of the flock .ind ss ihe 
relull d prayeiful and thorough 
study <iiid research into God's Word, 
As these men continue to study the 
Bible and observe l he progressive out- 
working of God's purposes, she ful- 

















A few of tntnc thin *?G branch 
ollkts through wfaich JehemhS 
Wimcssei' worldwide activities 

ire supervisrii 


ftllitK-nf or'prophec y m world events, 
and the situation of God's people in 
the world, they may if Rimes rind it 
necessary to make enlightened -id \w 
mciim in rhe understanding or some 
teachings In this way, knowledge ui 

truth becomes ever more abundant. 
— Pulm ? 7 :It; taffh -hlJ: Daniel 11 : 4 . 

The Governing Body has appoint 
cd .1 Branch Committee oi three or 
more spiritually L|iiahried men in 
each of the more than MO branches 
earth wide to supervise activities in 
more than 200 lands and island 
groups. The brandies commimitafe 
wills R3s l congregations under rheir 
supervision. There is regular com- 
muni(,inon between the Governing 
Bod> and the Brain h Committees, 
and members of the Governing Body 
personally visit many branches each 
year so a% to keep m touch with 
conditions* 

1 Iil m men are not masters Over the 
faith "T others hut are ministers who 
work hard so that many others tan 
learn about God’s Word, They do not 
serve fur financial gain > but they have 
their material needs provided the same 
as do all other members of Bet In. I 
i.i mi lies. Proof that they are serving 
faithfully is seen in the zeal, unity, 
high moral standards and loyalty io 
Bible teachings displayed by Jeho¬ 
vah's Witnesses worldwide,—] Cate- 
ihiam 3:5-9; 4:1 T 2:j 2 CnrinihiMm U24; 3=1-3; 

I Prlrr S:2 f 3. 

■ U'h ii -veinniji tutidjir m^si dtveiofwd? 

* vtret EID the Cofr£f r.mA floUf Ifitilf. 

J[|J Prl'141 Jiff I h®TF ?■ 

* |-ldi< ih* *,*tL lupfft m i in other Lindt? 








































Financially Supported by 
Voluntary Contributions 


i\JI the activity previously de¬ 
scribed is supported by volunteer 
worker** thus keeping tthK down. 
The house-to-bousc ministry and dis¬ 
tribution of Iitcrature is done volun¬ 
tarily by Jehovah's Witnesses* They 
pay for their own expenses The cl- 
dvrs who supervise the congrcga 
Lions assisted by the muuifcriai scr 
v,ints, receive no payment I nr thru 
services. They cover all their own 
expenses. 

Even rhe members oi the Govern- 
mg Body and ail others who work f ull 



time in the preparation and produc 
non of Bibles and Bible literature re¬ 
ceive only their room and meals ami 
a small allowance to cover expenses. 
The same is trueot the full-time trav¬ 
eling overseers. 

The modest contributions received 
for literature for the most parr cover 
Only the basic costs oi: nute rials, pro 
du crion, and shipping. All othei ex 
perises arc covered by voluntary 
financial contributions made by Jeho¬ 
vah \ Witnesses themselves, through 
donation or by legal will. 

At aJI meetings of khovafvs Wif- 
finuA, whether local or at assemblies, 
there are contribution boxes available 
for those who wish to tiiakc conhibu 
Finns. ftn collections are taken. There 
arc no dues or tithes that have to be 
paid. As laid down in the Scriptures, 
each one can contribute a* he Ii.ls 
resolved in bis hearts- . 1 t mmiimm 

H:J2s fi? 

• I Idw i» a \I ihp activity of Tduwdfi 
Wilnmn ^uppmlhJ firkrimully? 
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Persecuted for 

Righteousness 1 Sake 


You nuv hcjr hum friends jnJ 
relatives that Jehovah\ Witnesses get 
into irouble wirh i he kw h ihai i hey 
arc kmricd by sonic governments, or 
that they arc otherwise bad people 
Why this contrary talk about rhern? 

It h noi because she Witnesses div* 

rtspcu the law bur bftausr they fol¬ 
low in the footsteps of ]efii&. Jesus y id 
to his disiiples that men would rc- 
proach them, persecute them, and 
- "iy.lv -viy uvtrry snrE of Wicked tiling 
against sht'm. This is because God's 
chief opposes Satan, is the god of this 
world p and he would like to rum 

men away trnni serving God,—Mjt 

tbfff irJO 12; tfejlija* 34-11? 24:9, 10; Johns 
lS a l7-Jfi;Ji 1 Timothy SiU; l FcirrS:*; R< 

rliiliiMT 1 2 17 

When (lie jpoitlo were arrested 
jiui laken to cotitt, rt wjs nol breiure 
tk-y were Liiininak, men ol violence, 
or «d it ionics. It w,ik bet'jme they 

pp 

were preaching the good news, When 
the apokilu Paul appealed his case to 
higher courts, ir was ro defend and 
legally establish the right of Chris- 
tmu to preach the good news.-Am 

4i ji-J&j, S:2VJ2, Philippi a cu 1:7. 

I c)tla y , je ho v a I t \ W 3 1 n cs ne s a re 
law-abiding Christians who pay 1 heir 
taxes and show respect For those in 
authority* They pay hack Caesar’s 
things to Caesar and God's things to 
God, If they have a con file t with any 
governmental authority! it is because 
the government does nut recognize 
their preaching work* or became of 
then neutral stand in aifarrs between 
the nations* Bui in this Jehovah** 
Wiiii. \>cs must rake the same position 
as did the apostles, who stated: u Wt 
must obey GuJ as 1 uln father than 


men/—Am 5:29; Mark I2U?; ,Mm 10 

Sfr; Titus j;l a 2 

ldiovali% Witnesses do not seek 
persecution hut would prefer 10 lead a 
calm and quier life* However, if he 
cause of their Following God 4 - kw and 
the example of lesus CJhrisi they are 
persecuted, they are happy to cm 

dure It. —Mjiiltm JtlP-J 1, Alt! 5 40, 41; 
I Coiimhsifti a 37; I hm^hT 7'2:. 1 I>m J 

14, i 5 ; 4 r E 2-1 ti 

* Why Jir I. h M iVt i«mntS ri’i'i-u. hnJ ,iruj 
prrsetuEcii? 

* Why do Jr ItoVflh Wilkin wiwtinjft 

I-(HIT in I Li ninth-< wilii fiTVrmm^nf *J 
JEn finniUM, m did ihr Chimin jpcnilri- 

« Hcr» frbtWjhS KfVjdli VUW pCIlCt (ll |n'!!' 


Jesus w.is haled 
before Pilate and the 
apostle Paul was 
inn prisoned because 
ol preaching God’s 
Kingdom 












United in Doin^ 
God’s Will 


W hope that she inf or nut ion pre¬ 
sented m this brochure about the 
ministry* meetings, and Lirgjnii.it ion 
ol Jehovah's Witnesses will vruour 
age you the reader to a*scxuk j more 

fully wllI] them in worshiping Coo. 
We itivjlu vuu W learn ahout the 

■F 

Witnesses firsthand by personally as- 
hi.i img with a umgrcgauon oj Je¬ 
hovah** Witnesses and altending 
rhetr jssembiics. This will contrib* 
ute much to yom uudmuniling of 
God's will m this time,—Tiiui 2d i-u 

As you conform your life to the 
Bible’s standard of tine works* you 
will also have the privilege ol during 
with JehuvabV Witnesses an their ac¬ 
tivities. In addition to enjoying (he 
warm fellowship of a worldwide wso- 
c ration of brothers, you will hr able 
in look forward to fumying the end 

of 1 lie pi> ... in of a hangs into a 

new system where peace and righ 
X cons ness will dwell IVici H.1 


Views from 18 ul I he more 
than 2(M lands uid uLinik 
ul flic sea where h Innalik 
WiiciFun arc united in 
doing Cod’s will 







































“And this good news of the kingdom will be preached in 
all the inhabited earth for a witness to all the nations.” 

—Matthew 24:14. 



















